Scientists measure volume of water contained in Villarrica Volcano glaciers

Measurements and scientific findings will serve to improve assessments of risk to the
population close to the massif, and will also improve emergency plans against new
volcanic eruptions

In a collaborative work with the Bavarian Academy of Sciences of Germany and the Universidad
Mayor, researchers from the Glaciology laboratory of the Center for Scientific Studies have
found using airborne radar and laser measurements that the Villarrica Volcano (39° S)
accumulated a total of 1.17 + 0.1 km3 water-equivalent in 2012, which corresponds to 37 % of
the estimated volume in 1961. This decline is explained by the reduction in glacier surface area
and ice thinning in the past 51 years. The research results were recently published in

Natural Hazards



http://cecs.cl/website/index.php/es/laboratorio-de-glaciologia
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007%2Fs11069-014-1306-1
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