
The Center for Scientific Studies expresses its condolences on the death of Robert "Bob" Thomas

Robert Thomas was born on June 1st, 1937, in Hoylake, United Kingdom. He died on
February 2nd, 2015, in Gorzow, Poland, as a consequence of a stroke that he suffered in
early January.

  

  

  

  

The Center for Scientific Studies expresses to his family its condolences on the death of Robert
Thomas, a prominent scientist and visiting professor at CECs since 2003.

  

  

Bob earned his Physics degree at the University of Liverpool in 1959, and his PhD at the
University of Cambridge in 1973. He worked as a glaciologist and meteorologist at the British
Antarctic Survey in the periods of 1959 to 1963 and 1965 to 1973. In the Seventies he was
Associated Researcher at the University of Nebraska and Associated Visiting Professor at the
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University of Maine in Orono.

  

  

Bob was always interested in Scientific Research in Antarctica and Greenland. His Antarctic
work focused on the floating ice shelves, developing models on the interaction between
platforms and glaciers flowing into them.

  

  

After many years of fieldwork in polar zones, he accepted an offer from Jay Zwally to work with
NASA on remote sensing of polar regions, particularly in radar and laser altimetry platforms. He
led the Polar Research Program of NASA for many years, one of his top priorities being to
highlight the role of sea ice in the climate system and the mass balance of the ice sheets under
a changing climate.

  

  

He was a member of the scientific group responsible for the laser altimetry project ICESat, as
well as the Program for Arctic Regional Climate Assessment (PARCA), whose goal is to
understand the mass balance of Greenland. Bob was also a researcher and member of the
science team for NASA’s Geoscience Laser Altimeter System (GLAS) on the NASA Wallops
Flight Facility.

  

  

Alongside the Director of the Program of Cryospheric Sciences of NASA, he established in
autumn of 2002 a cooperation project with CECs and the Chilean navy in which Bob acted as a
Scientific Advisor. This project included the use of a Chilean navy Orion P3 airplane and NASA
and CECs sensors to survey the Patagonia Icefields and the Antarctic Ice Sheet. Fruit of that
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labor was reflected in 2004 in an article published in Science. This work, which was followed by
another campaign in 2008, was the direct predecessor of the ongoing Ice Bridge Operation, led
by NASA, which annually surveys Antarctica and Greenland.

  

  

Since 2003, Bob was a Visiting Professor at CECs, where he investigated glacier changes
taking place in the Amundsen sea region, as well as in several glaciers and their floating ice
shelves in the Antarctic Peninsula.

  

  

We remember and pay tribute to his tireless investigative labor, generously making available all
his knowledge as physicist, glaciologist and meteorologist to the community. 

  

  

We are thankful especially for his enthusiasm, support and collaboration with our institute.
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